
2025 - 2026 PATHWAY OFFERINGS & ELECTIVE 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 

Welcome to Westdale Middle School, Home of the Hawks! In this catalog, you will find 
information that will assist you in choosing the right pathways for your child. At Westdale Middle 
School, all students have 8 classes that include the ​following required courses: English 
Language Arts (ELA), Math, Science, Social Studies, Health & Physical Education, and a 
Foreign Language. In addition to these courses, students will choose 2 elective pathways.1 
Please review the following information thoroughly before making your selections during 
registration. It is our goal to align each student with the appropriate pathway that supports 
his/her interests and future goals.  
 

Pathway: Technology​ -  Concentration: STEM 
 
Coding I/II - Offered to 6th and 7th grade students 
Prerequisite: None for Coding I - Coding I required for Coding II 
This course is an engaging introduction to the world of computer programming, designed 
specifically for middle school students. Students will learn the fundamentals of programming, 
and gain a foundational understanding of computer science concepts. Through hands-on 
projects and interactive learning, they'll explore how to build websites, apps, and even games, 
all while developing valuable problem-solving and critical thinking. 
 
 
Survey Of Computer Science - High School Credit  
Offered to 8th grade students 
Prerequisite: A 3.0 GPA or higher  
This is a high school credit course for 8th graders offered through the BRBytes program at LSU. 
It’s a year-long course that introduces the basics of computing using fun and engaging activities 
instead of formally describing the concepts. It follows the framework of Seven Big Ideas adopted 
in the AP Computer Science Principles (CSP) course, but it has more emphasis on exploration 
and experimentation, and less emphasis on problem-solving and formal analysis than a regular 
CSP course. To prepare students for the rigors of other courses in the Pathway, this course 
models ways to adopt a productive disposition that fosters creativity and perseverance. In 
addition, career exploration lessons are threaded throughout the course, with a focus on 
developing students’ interest in computing and identification with the computing professions. 
 
 

1 LEAP scores determine if students must take Intervention classes in lieu of Foreign Language or an 
elective. All students scoring Unsatisfactory in either ELA or Math must take Intervention classes.  



Pathway: Technology​  -  Concentration: Digital & Media Arts/Journalism 
 

Creative Writing - Offered to 6th grade students 
This course helps students develop the research, interviewing, writing, editing, and multimedia 
storytelling skills that are crucial to success across a broad spectrum of fields and professions in 
this information age. In addition to the development of these skills, students learn about the 
importance of ethics and integrity in journalism. 
 
Multimedia Productions - Offered to 7th/8th students 
Prerequisite: Prerequisite: A requirement of a C or higher in Creative Writing and teacher 
approval 
Students of Multimedia Productions are responsible for the creation of the school newsletter  
and yearbook. Students work together through the creative processes each of these mediums 
entails. Students who are a part of the Media team are expected to be able to represent 
Westdale well through these projects and demonstrate good work ethic. Through this class, 
students develop graphic design skills as well as writing skills.  
 
Digital Media  - Offered to 7th/8th students 
Prerequisite: Prerequisite: A requirement of a C or higher in Creative Writing and teacher 
approval 
This course will provide students with a foundation in using various digital tools and techniques 
to create and communicate information. This course will explore a range of digital media 
formats, including graphic design, video production, and web design, fostering creativity and 
critical thinking skills.  

 
Pathway: STEM​ -  Concentration: Aquaponics 

 
Aquaponics I - Offered to ALL students 
A STEM class in which the goals are to promote STEM awareness and confidence,  utilizing 
nontraditional farming while growing plants and fish in an indoor lab setting. Areas of focus are 
on research and development; water quality testing; plant nutrition and testing; the 
fundamentals of aquaponics; fish nutrition and health; and leadership skills.  
 
Aquaponics II - Offered to 7th/8th grade students 
Prerequisite: A requirement of a C or higher in Aquaponics and teacher approval 
A STEM class focused on research and development; community involvement and 
partnerships; entrepreneurship; branding; engineering; research and design; communication; 
data analysis; and educational outreach. 
 
Aquaponics III - Offered to 8th grade students 
Prerequisite: A requirement of a A or higher in both Aquaponics I& II and teacher approval 
A STEM class focused on leadership, technology, marketing; business; careers; student 
leadership; community and school partnerships; advertising and design; and curriculum 
development. In addition, these students serve as school liaisons and community liaisons. 
 
 
 



Pathway: STEM​ -  Concentration: Agriscience 
 
Agriscience I - Offered to 6th grade students 
This course provides an introductory overview of the agriculture, food, and natural resources 
industry. Students learn about the importance of agriculture in daily life, exploring various 
aspects like agribusiness, animal science, and natural resources. They develop foundational 
knowledge in these areas, preparing them for future coursework in high school agriculture. 
 
Agriscience II - Offered to 7th/8th grade students 
 
Agriscience III - Offered to 8th grade students 
 

Pathway: Liberal Arts​ -  Concentration: Business Administration 
 
Keyboarding/Keyboarding Applications - High School Credit  
Offered to ALL students 
This course focuses on keyboarding and formatting skills most important for career success. 
Keyboarding and Keyboarding Applications will guide users from the basics of new-key learning 
to business documents using the commands of Microsoft® Word. Lessons are clearly focused 
on skill building, communication skills, proofreading activities, and document formatting. 
Emphasis will include the basics of document and word processing formats including business 
letters, memos, tables, and reports. The course also offers an introduction to Microsoft Excel 
and PowerPoint. 
 
Introduction to Business Computer Applications (IBCA) - High School Credit 
Offered to 7th/8th grade students 
The IBCA course introduces students to the features and functionalities of Microsoft Office 
PowerPoint. Through video instruction, interactive skills demonstrations, and practice 
assignments, students become proficient in Microsoft PowerPoint. Students practice and 
become proficient in typing and keyboarding skills. 
 
Quest for Success - High School Credit  
Offered to 8th grade students 
Quest for Success is a career exploration course designed to prepare all Louisiana graduates 
for career and life success. This course will help students develop essential 21st century 
workforce skills (the ability to communicate, collaborate, and lead), explore new and exciting 
careers and industry sectors, and learn about themselves and their interests to successfully 
navigate high school, postsecondary education, and career pathways. 
 
Pathway: Liberal Arts​ -  Concentration: Family & Consumer Sciences 

 
Exploring Homemaking - Offered to 6th grade students 
This course will explore the multifaceted world of homemaking, encompassing skills from home 
management and maintenance to personal care and household operations. Students will learn 
practical techniques for creating a functional, comfortable, and safe living environment while 
fostering a deeper understanding of the art of home creation.  
 
Family & Consumer Sciences I -  High School Credit  
Offered to 7th/8th grade students 



This is an introductory course designed to equip students with essential life skills and 
knowledge for independent and family living. It covers a broad range of topics, including 
interpersonal relationships, nutrition and wellness, personal finance, and career exploration, all 
while promoting critical thinking and problem-solving abilities.  
 
Family & Consumer Sciences II -  High School Credit  
Offered to 7th/8th grade students 
Prerequisite: A requirement of a C or higher in Family & Consumer Sciences I and teacher 
approval 
This course focuses on building upon foundational knowledge from FACS I, exploring more 
advanced topics related to family, consumer, and community issues. This course covers areas 
like personal finance, career development, interpersonal relationships, child development, and 
home management. Additionally, they delve into topics like nutrition, food science, textiles, and 
interior design.  
 

Pathway: Arts​  -  Concentration: Visual Arts  
 
Intro to Art - Offered to ALL students 
The student will be introduced to skills and media that are utilized in the other art electives 
including: drawing, painting, the elements and principles of design, color theory, the critical 
process, and keeping a sketchbook journal. Various artists, art styles, and genres will be 
explored. 
 
Intermediate Art - Offered to 7th/8th grade students 
Prerequisite: A requirement of a C or higher in Intro to Art 
This course builds upon foundational knowledge, delving deeper into artistic techniques, 
principles, and concepts. Students refine their skills in various media, explore different art 
movements, and develop their individual artistic voice. The course also emphasizes critical 
thinking and analysis of art, both their own and that of others. 
 
Photography - Offered to 8th grade students 
Prerequisite: A requirement of a C or higher in Intermediate Art and teacher approval 
This course covers basic concepts and practice of digital photography, including understanding 
and use of the camera, lenses, and other basic photographic equipment. The course will 
address aesthetic principles as they relate to composition, space, exposure, light and color. 
 

Pathway: Arts​  -  Concentration: Dance 
 

Movement & Dance - Offered to 6th grade students 
This course introduces students to the fundamentals of dance, including technique, 
choreography, and history, while fostering creativity and physical fitness. Students explore 
various dance styles, develop movement skills, and learn about the cultural and historical 
significance of dance. The course also emphasizes the importance of health-related fitness and 
positive self-image.  
 
Rhythmical Movement I - Offered to 7th/8th grade students 
Prerequisite: A requirement of a C or higher in Movement & Dance 



 
Rhythmical Movement II - Offered to 7th/8th grade students 
Prerequisite: A requirement of a C or higher in Rhythmical Movement I 

 
Pathway: Arts​  -  Concentration: Band 

 
Band - Offered to ALL students 
Students will be placed in beginning or advanced band based on their previous middle school 
band experience. All band students will participate in the school’s annual winter and spring 
concerts. Additionally, students may perform in local community events and other school 
assemblies. Students must either provide their own personal instrument, rent an instrument from 
a music store, or rent an East Baton Rouge Parish School System instrument. 
 

Beginning Band - this course is the starting group for students interested in 
participating in the school band. In this class, students will try out for an instrument, learn 
to read and notate music, and learn how to read simple and complex rhythms. 

Intermediate Band - is for students who have completed at least one year of band 
instruction. It will focus on developing technical skills, musicality, and ensemble playing 
through the performance of intermediate-level music.  

Advanced Band - this course is intended to focus on the development of performance 
skills in preparation for concerts and competitions.  

Pathway: Arts​  -  Concentration: Orchestra/Strings 
 

Strings - Offered to ALL students 
Classes are grouped by playing level, not grade level. The instruments offered are violin, viola, 
cello and bass. Every student needs to rent or own an instrument. The district has instruments 
to offer for rent. 
 

Beginning/Intermediate Strings - Students can be complete beginners or continuing 
from an elementary strings program. The class focuses on the fundamentals of playing a 
string instrument, basics of music notation and reading music. Students will also learn 
how to successfully play as an ensemble. Beginning and Intermediate students will 
perform several concerts per year. Intermediate students may be included in the 
ensemble that competes at the annual Multi-District Orchestra Festival.  
 
Advanced Strings - In this class students learn more advanced playing techniques, 
sight reading and music theory to prepare them for High School orchestra auditions. 
Students dive deeper into the details of ensemble playing and prepare to compete in the 
Multi-District Orchestra Festival. The students also audition and participate in the 
All-Parish Honors Orchestra. The Advanced class performs at 5 or more different 
concerts/community events throughout the year. Some after school rehearsals may be 
held.  

 
 

 
 



TALENTED ART/THEATER/MUSIC - IEP REQUIRED 
 
Talented Art - IEP Required *8th grade course is High School Credit course 
Prerequisite: Passed Talented Music Evaluation/Audition; Gifted Site Coordinator Approval  
Students with the Talented Visual Art exceptionality will receive services in a self-contained, 
Talented Art course each year.  
 
This course focuses on the three components in the Visual Arts with an emphasis in the 
sciences (Humanities and Nature): 
1. Historical perspectives - What is art?  A yearlong argument founded in the Socratic Method.  
2. The application of basic math and science principles through trial and error to assist in the   
development of the creative process.  
3. How to properly use a variety of materials for meaningful practices in the world of art.  
 
Students will complete at least 2 major works of art based on research and practical 
applications. They will also participate in Gallery showings, Public art shows and art driven 
community service projects.    
Students interested in being screened for Talented Art should contact Ms. Lejeune at 
LLejeune@ebrschools.org. 
 
Talented Theater - IEP Required *8th grade course is High School Credit course 
Prerequisite: Passed Talented Music Evaluation/Audition; Gifted Site Coordinator Approval  
This course is designed to develop creativity in directing and producing plays for the public and 
affords the student an opportunity to display his individual talent for many careers in the theatre 
field, such as directing, producing, acting, technical directing, etc. The second semester offers 
concentrated work in scene design and its history, development and styles; stage terminology, 
procedures in set design and its history, development, and styles; procedures in set design 
construction and erection; lighting, costuming and makeup. Career opportunities in the 
expanding entertainment media will be explored. Students will be required to participate in 
performances to satisfy course requirements. 
Students interested in being screened for Talented Art should contact Ms. Lejeune at 
LLejeune@ebrschools.org. 
 
Talented Music - IEP Required 
Prerequisite: Passed Talented Music Evaluation/Audition; Gifted Site Coordinator Approval  
Members of the Talented Music ensemble will receive resource services weekly for their area of 
talent. Students will study performance skills, music theory, music history and work to obtain 
more knowledge about music in general.  
Students interested in being screened for Talented Art should contact Ms. Lejeune at 
LLejeune@ebrschools.org. 
 

Foreign Language 
 
French A - Offered to 6th grade students 
This class is an introduction to French language and culture. Students will learn language 
through recipes, stories, games, videos, music and more.  
 
French B - Offered to 7th grade students 
French B, a continuation of French A, builds on foundational language skills, focusing on 
practical communication and cultural understanding. Students will expand vocabulary, develop 



grammar skills, and improve fluency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The course 
emphasizes real-world language use through interactive activities, authentic materials, and 
technology integration. 
 
French I - High School Credit  
Offered to 8th grade students & 7th grade French Immersion students 
Students will continue to learn about French language and culture using comprehensible input. 
While building on the skills acquired in the introductory French class, students will learn and 
discuss the Global Goals and engage in issues around the world.  
 
French II - High School Credit  
Offered to 8th grade French Immersion students 
Prerequisite: French I 
Students will build on the four components of acquiring a second language: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. In this class, students will engage in dynamic learning opportunities to 
expand their knowledge of the language and culture while also learning to interact in our 
globalized world.  
 
Spanish A - Offered to 6th grade students 
This class is an introduction to Spanish language and culture. Students will learn language 
through recipes, stories, games, videos, music and more.  
 
Spanish B - Offered to 7th grade students 
Spanish B, a continuation of Spanish A, builds on foundational language skills, focusing on 
practical communication and cultural understanding. Students will expand vocabulary, develop 
grammar skills, and improve fluency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The course 
emphasizes real-world language use through interactive activities, authentic materials, and 
technology integration. 
 
Spanish I - High School Credit  
Offered to 8th grade students & 7th grade Spanish Immersion students 
Students will continue to learn about Spanish language and culture using comprehensible input. 
While building on the skills acquired in the introductory Spanish class, students will learn and 
discuss the Global Goals and engage in issues around the world.  
 
Spanish II - High School Credit  
Offered to 8th grade Spanish Immersion students 
Prerequisite: Spanish I 
Students will build on the four components of acquiring a second language: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. In this class, students will engage in dynamic learning opportunities to 
expand their knowledge of the language and culture while also learning to interact in our 
globalized world.  


